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April 12, 2010 
 
Dear Parents: 
 
Spring has certainly sprung early this year and yes, we are all excited to participate in the so 
much loved outdoor play/activity time. 
 
Children learn through play and love getting their hands dirty and discovering their surrounding 
with all senses (tasting a raindrop, feeling the squishy mud, jumping in a puddle, listening to the 
birds sing).  Having said this we would like to remind all parents/guardians that this is the 
season of layered and continuous changing of clothing.  The mornings are still rather chilly and 
children still require warmer clothing and sometimes even mitts.  Spring rains are asking for 
rubber boots, splash pants and raincoats.  The warm afternoons welcome sunhats, lighter jackets 
and sunglasses. 
  
Sun safety is also being practiced at all Centres and the insects will be out soon. Please ensure 
you have signed and paid for the Bug and Sunscreen Form so Educators can protect your child. 
 
Spring is a great time for exploring and offers so many learning opportunities.  As always, 
Educators are attending to the children’s ever changing and growing emotional, social and 
cognitive needs and interests.  All this combined with curiosity and fun will promise the best 
ever learning environment for the children. 
 
Please look for the posted planning sheets in the classrooms to keep you updated on what is 
happening in your child’s room.  You also may have noticed a different format in some rooms.  
This is where educators have chosen to use an emergent curriculum.  If you would like to know 
more about this see attached notes, visit the websites and feel free to talk to the room teachers. 
 
The Sioux Lookout Municipal Childcare Centre’s staff strives to offer the best possible care for 
your child.  With that said we would like all parents/guardians to know that this is a team effort.  
Please feel free to come and spend some time with your child at Day Care at any given time.  
Come talk to the Educators and feel free to share any ideas, questions or concerns. 
 
Thank you and we are looking forward to hearing from you. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Karin 
Karin Laviolette, Resource Teacher 



UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Car Seat Clinic 
April 13th, 2010  

3:00 p. m. to 5p. m. 
 at the Fire Hall 

 
 
 
 

THE DAY CARE CENTRES 
will be 

CLOSED 
Monday, May 24th, 2010 

for Victoria Day 
 

 
 



UPCOMING EVENTS 
con’t 

 
Mother’s Day 

Sunday, May 9th, 2010 

 
 

Family Safety Night 
Thursday, May 27th, 2010  

4:00 p. m. to 7 p. m.  
at the Recreation Centre 

The theme is:  “got wheels …wear a helmet.” 

 
 

Father’s Day 
Sunday, June 20th, 2010 

 



The Emergent Curriculum 

When we consider what activities to set out and how to arrange the classroom’s physical space 
we keep in mind that the main “goals” and opportunities in the rooms are: 

• To be aware of one’s feelings, needs and abilities; 

• To learn how to express one’s feelings, needs and abilities constructively with words and 
actions; 

• To hear and respect the feelings, needs and abilities of others; 

• To experience new things safely with one’s peers; 

• To explore one’s own interests; 

• To learn to make appropriate choices based on experience and cause and effect. 

 

Creating a Web 

Creating  a web  involves  the  educators  taking  the  children’s  ideas  and  brainstorming  about 
where a particular  idea might  go  and  listing  the potential  related  connections  that  could be 
made.   One  idea  leads to another, which  leads to another, and so on; rather  like a big spider 
web. 

A web will always include more ideas than can be followed and will rule out ideas due to lack of 
interest or appropriateness. 

The web will help educators remain open to possibilities and begin preparing and planning for 
activities that might give opportunities for  learning.   It serves as a starting place for educators 
to focus their thinking. 

The web will also allow for more creative and playful thinking from educators rather than the 
traditional linear and logical thinking.  This will allow for your child’s mind to soar to places that 
it may never have  reached with past methods and  to participate  in activities  that have been 
solely created for them. 

Webs are developed and added to constantly, based on the interests of the children.  When the 
children’s interests change, the web will reflect that change. 

 

Sincere thanks to Stephanie Long, UNBI, ECE Student and The Children’s School, La Jolla, CA for 
their assistance in the development of this brochure. 



What is Emergent Curriculum? 
 

Emergent curriculum is quite different from the standard adult imposed teachings that we are accustomed to. 
Emergent  Curriculum  is  planning  the  focus  of  learning  or  what  happens  in  the  classroom,  as  a  result  of 
interaction  between  teachers  and  children, with  both  contributing  ideas  and  reacting  to  them  to  build  on 
appealing and worthwhile units of study. 
 

Emergent Curriculum is socially and intellectually engaging and personally meaningful to children. 
Educators  follow  the children’s  lead and  then  introduce new and exciting activities  to  sustain  their  interests 
and  deepen  their  explorations.    This  is  a method  that  requires  genuine  responsiveness  and  attention  to 
children rather than just educator’s goals. 
Our emphasis is focused on developing social skills, problem solving skills, fostering independence and building 
a foundation for lifelong learning. 
 

Where Do Ideas For Emergent Curriculum Come From? 
 

The children provide  the  ideas  that  form  the  foundation  for  the units of study  that are prepared, organized, 
coordinated and facilitated by the teachers.  Other sources of ideas include: 

a) Things, events and people in the environment. 
b) Developmental tasks to be mastered at each developmental stage. 
c) Family and cultural influences. 
d) Issues that arise in the course of living together day‐to‐day. 
e) Serendipity, or, what just happens. 
f) Values held for children’s learning in the daycare 
g) Adult interests and passions 
h) Curriculum  resource materials  are not  the primary  source of  ideas but  they  can be  adapted  to  the 

setting and children’s interests. 
 

Documentation and Observation of Your Child’s Growth 
 

By documenting  your  child’s  actions  and behaviours,  it provides  children with  the  ability  to  remember  and 
understand the process of their  learning and provides you, the parent, with concrete representations of your 
child’s growth and development. 
Documentation provides educators with the ability to create an environment that will enrich learning activities 
and provide opportunities to represent children’s learning cycles. 
Some of the most effective ways to conduct observations and to document growth are: 

• Tape Recordings – the educator can replay a recorded tape of children at play to pick up on any ideas 
or interests that they may have otherwise missed. 

• Photographs  –  pictures  can  provide  children with wonderful memories,  give  educators  visual  aides 
when planning future activities, and provide parents with opportunities to view their children at play. 

• Children’s Artwork – this becomes a visual timeline, if you will, showing where children’s abilities were 
and where they are now. 

• Educators’ Notes and Journals – through these methods educators can record children’s development 
for  long periods of  time.   They  can  then use  this  to  find new  activities  and materials  that will  lead 
children to sustain deeper interests and construct new understandings of the world around them. 

Documentation and observations of children’s  interests and experiences  is the basis, and ongoing process, of 
the Emergent Curriculum. 
 

Activities Planned Through Webbing 
 

After  observing  and  documenting  children’s  interests  and  curiosities  the  educators  can  plan  relevant 
experiences  to  help  children  explore  their  ideas.    Thinking  about  possible  experiences  that might  support 
children’s thoughts is often done through a process known as webbing. 





 
Playground Safety 

 
The playground equipment that had not been accessible to the children during the winter 

months due to safety reasons has now been reopened. 

The protective layer of sand surrounding the climbing equipment has been loosened up by either 

intense raking and/or rotor tilling.  Equipment has been checked for loose or defective parts prior 

to the children using them.  For children’s safety, playground inspections are conducted by staff 

members daily.  As well, there will be an annual comprehensive inspection done by a Certified 

Playground Inspector.  This should be completed by the end of May at all sites.  Educators make 

sure that all children are aware of the Day Care playground safety rules and have circles 

regarding proper use of all equipment.  For example, sliding feet first; no toys allowed on 

climbers; no pushing to get ahead; climbing up the ladder appropriately and so on. 

Children will only be allowed on the equipment that is designed and approved for their age 

group.  

We ask that parents help the teachers in their efforts to keep the playgrounds safe by removing 

all strings from children’s clothing because it could cause strangulation on equipment and 

fencing and by sending proper footwear. 

Please refer to the “Safe Kids Canada” website at www.safekidscanada.ca/skcf if you require 

further information concerning playground safety and please speak with any staff member if you 

have any questions or concerns regarding our playgrounds. 

Thank you for being partners in keeping the children safe. 

 













S.O.S. “Save our Smiles” 
 

April is Dental Health Month! 
Save your children’s smiles with these three simple tips! 

 
1. Healthy Habits 

• brush, floss and visit your dental professional regularly! 
2. Healthy Foods 

• avoid sugary snacks and drinks!  
3. Healthy Rewards 

• instead of candy, offer a small  
   prize or fun activity! 

Preventive Dental Services 
www.nwhu.on.ca 
1.888.465.4377 
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